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Abstract of JP2001358055 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: 
To provide an exposure apparatus 
for contributing to further 
improvement in throughput. 
SOLUTION: A reticle stage RST 
has an electrostatic chuck 35 for 
attracting reticles R. A chamber 
15 for containing the stage RST 
is provided, and humidity of an 
atmosphere in the chamber 15 is 
regulated to a predetermined 
value or less by a humidity 
regulator 60. Thus, even when 
the stage RST is driven at a high 
acceleration, the reticles R can be 
stably held by an attracting force 
of the chuck. When reduction 
projecting exposure is conducted 
by a scanning exposure system, 
large acceleration is required for 
the stage RST, and hence the 
stage RST at a scanning exposure 
time and a wafer stage WST can 
be highly accelerated at its speed, 
and the throughput can be 
improved by shortening the 
scanning exposure time. 
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